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For students who are behind on credits or need to make up a course, MHS will be starting an
“On Track” program this summer.  Typically the only option for our students in the summer is
independent study through providers like Idaho Digital Learning Alliance (IDLA).  This new
program, however, will have more structure in place to help our students.  While the courses will
still be offered through IDLA, our building will be available for students to use to work, and, even
more importantly, several of our teachers will be here to guide and tutor them.

The On Track program will be free to students thanks to generous grants that we received from
Schweitzer Engineering Laboratories and Bennett Lumber Products.

Our dates for On Track will be on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 8:00 to noon
between June 15th - July 1st and again between August 3rd - August 26th.  We’ll have
teachers from Math, Social Studies, Science, English, and Special Education here.

The IDLA courses themselves run from either June 7 - August 20 (“early summer”) or June 21 -
September 3 (“late summer”).  Students can choose between “cohort courses” which roll out
content on a week-by-week basis and “flex courses” which are self-paced.  Most students will
work on no more than one or two classes during the summer.

When our building is open, we want our students to come as many days as possible until they
are finished with their courses.  If they don’t finish by the end of June, they can keep going
independently online in July, and then work with us in person again starting on August 3rd.

If this program would be helpful for your student, please contact us so that we can reserve their
spot in one of the courses.  If this doesn’t meet your needs, though, we can also discuss other
options, such as retaking the courses in person next year, finding different courses that meet the
graduation requirement, or applying to be a part-time or full-time student at our alternative
school, Paradise Creek Regional High School.

Diana Hicke, School Counselor for the Class of 2021, Class of 2022 A-G
Wes Andrews, School Counselor for the Class of 2023, Class of 2022 H-P
Charlene Jakich, Chair, School Counselor for the Class of 2024, Class of 2022 Q-Z
Kayce Gregory, Counseling Center Secretary
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Junior Parent Night will be held on Tuesday, May 18th at 6:00 PM in the MHS Auditorium.  All
parents and students of the Class of 2022 are welcome to attend.  We’ll be discussing topics
relevant to your upcoming senior year, such as college applications, scholarship applications,
the FAFSA and financial aid, and letters of recommendation.

Beginning May 12th, the FCC is rolling out the Emergency Broadband Benefit Program,
which can reimburse low-income households up to $50 per month for broadband internet
service.  Eligible families include those with students in the free or reduced lunch program and
also families who experienced a significant loss of income in 2020. For more information, go to
https://getemergencybroadband.org/.

Now is a great time to start looking for Pre-College Summer Programs, internships,
conferences, and volunteer opportunities.  Pre-college summer programs are a way for students
to explore different areas of study and to better get to know a particular college.  One excellent
resource to find a summer program is High School Navigator, which was created by a high
school student from New Jersey.

Class of 2021 Graduation is just five weeks away on Friday, June 11th at the Kibbie Dome.
We are very proud of our seniors for persevering through a challenging year.  We wish the best
to our seniors and their families as they finalize plans for college, job training, the military, and
other options.  Seniors and parents should contact 12th grade counselor Diana Hicke with any
questions or concerns about graduation requirements. Seniors who need help finalizing their
post-graduation plans should also contact Diana.

For seniors planning on attending college in the Fall, there is still time to submit your FAFSA.
The FAFSA must be completed if students wish to be considered for any form of federal aid,
including work study.  The FAFSA can be filled out at www.fafsa.ed.gov.

MHS juniors who took the SAT on April 13th, your scores should be available within the next few
days.  To see your scores, create a College Board account and then go to your online score
report.

https://getemergencybroadband.org/
https://hsnavigator.org/hsn.html
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov
https://cbaccount.collegeboard.org/iamweb/smartRegister
https://studentscores.collegeboard.org/home
https://studentscores.collegeboard.org/home
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Many juniors also take the ACT to see how they fare on that test, or re-take the SAT for a better
score.  Below are the national testing dates that students can sign themselves up for.  The most
common ACT test dates for juniors this year are April 17th and June 12th.  Keep in mind that
seniors are able to submit better ACT/SAT scores to colleges for reconsideration of merit-based
aid when they improve their score.  Students should see their counselor if they have questions
or need help.

ACT (MHS code 130415) Registration Deadline Late Deadline

June 12, 2021 May 7, 2021 May 21, 2021

July 17, 2021 June 18, 2021 June 25, 2021

SAT (MHS code 130415) Registration Deadline Late Deadline

June 5, 2021 May 6, 2021 May 26, 2021

Princeton Review is holding a free strategy session for the SAT June 8th, for the ACT on June
9th, and free SAT and ACT practice tests on June 11th.

The MHS Food Pantry is stocked full of food and available at no charge to any family with
students in the district.  We are thankful for our partnership with the Idaho Food Bank and local
donors.  To access during these times, use the 5th street entrance, and school staff or
volunteers will help you build a box for your family. We have one remaining day this year, but to
access the Food Pantry at a different time, please contact the counseling office.

● May 26, 2021 from 11 AM – 1 PM

Do you want to be on the MHS School Counselor’s Advisory Council?  Our Advisory Council
is a group of stakeholders who would like to review and advise us on the implementation of the
school counseling programs.  We have two Advisory Council meetings per year.  Parents,
students, staff, administration, and community members are welcome to join.  Email Wes at
andrewsw@msd281.org if you’d like to be a part of it.

http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register
https://www.princetonreview.com/college/hs-week/southwest
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Question from an MHS student: I heard that some colleges do not like it when you transfer or
have had classes/credits from another college or university. Is this true?

Answer: No, it’s hard to imagine a scenario in which having transfer credits from one college
would hurt your admission chances at a different college, but keep in mind that each college
sets its criteria for which transfer credits they accept; look for “transfer equivalency search” or
“transfer credit search” on their websites.  This is something that we’re happy to help you with!

On our campus, MHS students have access to numerous Dual Credit courses.  MHS students
can also take courses for Dual Credit on the campus of the University of Idaho or online through
any college in Idaho.  It’s very common for students to have credits from their local colleges
while they are in high school, so don’t let this deter you from taking Dual Credit.

To give you more from the perspective of a university, here is what the UI’s Matt Johnson says:

Bringing in Dual Credit from another college is a good thing.  You will get credit for those
classes, and have an easier course load and/or more flexibility once you start here on
campus.  Once your final HS transcript is sent, we automatically apply those credits to
your UI transcript so your academic advisor can schedule you appropriately.

The UI is very accepting of credits, as long as they are from an accredited school.
An academic advisor may also suggest that you take a foundational class or a degree
important class in house, though, as they know it as critical to success as a student.
This usually only happens at the upper level classes.

It is possible that, as you enter upper level classes as a college junior or senior, some
schools may not accept credits (although UI does). One reason is that the university is
eventually going to sign off certifying you, via a diploma, that you meet the requirements
for a degree.  Their reputation is on the line so they want to ensure you are qualified and
that happens in house.  This is usually more an issue for upper levels and grad students.

If a friend or loved one is in crisis, there is help available.
Call 911 if there is an imminent danger to self or others.

Idaho Suicide Prevention Hotline: 1-208-398-HELP (4357) [Call or Text]
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 1-800-273-TALK (8255) [Call]

The Crisis Text Line [Text 741741] can receive texts about any number of issues,
including isolation, anxiety, depression, self-harm, stress, abuse, grief, etc.


